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Mustang Division Rules 
HOME Team will occupy 3rd BASE DUGOUT, VISITORS will use 1st BASE DUGOUT 

 
Exemptions: Managers will be allowed a total of three (3) exemptions. This typically includes 1 

exemption per coach (1 manager, 2 coaches). If a coach has more than 1 child, each child 
counts as an exemption. 

 
Food/Drinks: Only water and sports drinks are allowed in the dugout. No food or drink is allowed on 

the field. 
 

Sportsmanship: All managers, coaches, and parents are responsible for ensuring good sportsmanship at 
all times, both on and off the field, during all practices and games. If the League does not 
provide an umpire, the home team will provide one. The “umpire” may not also coach the 
players. 

 
Safety/Medical: Players may not be on the field for play or practice while wearing a hard or a soft cast or 

splint. Players who were involved in a collision and who suffered a blow to the head or 
who were hit in the head by a ball shall not be allowed to practice, or play in a game, 
without presenting a medical clearance signed by a physician to their Division Director. 

 
Scorekeeping: Home team will provide a scorekeeper, and use the official book. All changes in the line-

up of either team shall be reported first to the scorekeeper, then to the umpire. 
 

Uniform: All players must wear their league-issued team jersey and hat, with their jersey tucked in. 
Pitchers are NOT ALLOWED to wear white long-sleeve undershirts or dark glasses. All 
male players must wear a cup. No jewelry, including braided bracelets and necklaces may 
be worn at any time on the field (practices or games) with the exception of medical I.D. 
bracelets. 

 
Catcher’s Gear: All catchers must wear the appropriate catchers gear - helmet, chest protector, shin 

guards, and cup protection). No Exceptions. Players may not use a fielding glove while 
playing the position of catcher. 

 
Dugout: All offensive players - with the exception of the batter, on-deck batter, and any base 

runners - must remain fully inside the dugout, and remain in the dugout during play. The 
leadoff batter in each half inning is the only player allowed on the field until play begins, 
and MUST REMAIN IN THE ON-DECK CIRCLE while the pitcher is warming up, and 
may not approach the batter’s box until the umpire calls for the batter. Only the manager 
and two (2) adult coaches who have current and approved coaching applications are 
allowed in the dugout or on the field during a game (first and third base coaches, and a 
manager). 

 
Field Prep: BOTH TEAMS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR PREPARING THE FIELD:  Water, 

Drag Field/Rake Batter’s Box, Pitcher’s Mound, and Chalk. The managers, coaches, 
and parents FOR BOTH TEAMS are responsible for helping clean out their 
respective dugouts and bleacher areas AFTER EACH GAME. 
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Playing Time: All players present and on the line-up must play a minimum of three (3) innings, daylight 
and division time limits allowing. 

 
Pitching: The player/pitcher will abide by the Pony Pitch Count guidelines. The Pitch Count 

Guidelines are determined by the player’s birth age NOT their league age. 
 

Batting: Batters must wear a helmet any time they are on the field. Only the batter and the on deck 
batter may swing a bat - NO EXCEPTIONS. 
Speed-Up rule – Batters must keep one foot in the batter’s box while taking signs from 
their coach. The umpire may call a strike if the batter fails to do so. 
Intentional Walks – The defensive manager may request a batter to be intentionally 
walked without a pitch being thrown. The umpire will instruct the batter to take first base. 
The 9th batter cannot be intentionally walked. Catchers – With two outs and the catcher 
on base, the last player to bat, who is now on the bench, may run for the catcher. 

 
Batting Order: Every team must bat their complete line-up. All players in the line-up will be batted in 

order. Late players shall be added to the end of the line-up. Sliding:  There is no sliding at 
first base, sliding will only be permitted at 2nd, 3rd, and home plate. All players, 
including base runners, must attempt to avoid contact. Headfirst sliding is illegal except 
when diving back to a base. 

 
Base Running: Leading off and stealing are permitted in the MUSTANG division for stealing 2nd and 

3rd bases. Stealing home is not permitted unless a wild pitch or passed ball has occurred. 
Base runners already on base during a dropped third strike situation will be permitted to 
advance at their own risk just like a normal passed ball or wild pitch. 

 
Innings/Game: Each of the first four (4) innings shall end after nine (9) batters, or five (5) runs, or three 

(3) outs, the 5th and 6th innings (daylight and time limit permitting) will only end on 
three (3) outs, with no limit on runs scored. No new inning shall begin after 1 hour 45 
minutes. The 10-run “mercy” rule will take effect after 4 1/2 innings. No team shall score 
more than five (5) runs in the first, second, third, or fourth innings. The last two innings 
of the game, as determined by the umpire, is an “open inning” with unlimited scoring. 


